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A WARNING FROM APSL! 

There has been an increase in “suspect” emails so do not be a victim. Be alert.  

If you become a victim of cybercrime, report the matter to ReportCyber. 

ReportCyber is administered by the Australian Cyber Security Centre, Australian Signals Directorate, with 

reports directed to each state or territory for processing and investigation. 

For further information visit the following sites: 

Australian Government ACSC:  https://www.cyber.gov.au/ 

Queensland Police Service: https://www.police.qld.gov.au/safety-and-preventing-crime/r-u-in-control/all-

cybercrime-articles                                                                                                             

Should you receive ANY emails supposedly from BUNNINGS immediately delete them!        

There are a couple of SCAMS at the moment using Bunnings, a familiar brand name to all of us, 

but do not be misled. The scammers are using Stanley Tools and Flybuys through the trusted 

name of Bunnings to scam you! 
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The Comet  is  the  official  journal  of  the 

Australian  Pensioners’  and  Superannuants’ 

League. ISSN 0814-2211 

Australian Post Publication No PP100000/860. 

The Comet is published monthly from Feb-

ruary to November each year. It is available 

online,  through branches from the State 

Office and APSL Branches throughout 

Queensland. 

The Australian Pensioners’ and Superannu-

ants’ League Qld, Inc. (APSL) provides 

advocacy and support services to pensioners 

and  superannuants in Queensland.  

Head Office: 174 Boundary St 

                              West End Qld 4101 

      ** Wheelchair Accessible 

Postal  PO Box 5141 

Address:  West End Qld 4101 

Phone:  (07) 3844 5878 

State Secretary— CHERITH 

WEIS—email   

secretary@apsl.com.au 
Website:  www.apsl.com.au 

Office Hours:               

M-F— 9 am — 4.00 p m 
The Comet 

Editor:  Cherith Weis 

Phone:   0408 306 196  
             comet@apsl.com.au 

Kurilpa Kitchen    (07) 3255 1420 

Advertising: (07) 3844 5878 

Subscription/Donations/

Support (07) 3844 5878 
FAIR USE DECLARATION 

The Comet contains copyright material 

the use of which has not always been 

specifically authorised by the copyright 

owner.  We make such material available 

in our efforts to advance understanding of 

economic, environmental, democratic, 

human rights, political, scientific and 

social justice issues etc.  We believe this 

constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copy-

right material provided under the Fair Use 

doctrine of international copyright law.  

Accordingly, the material in this publica-

tion is distributed without profit to those 

who have expressed a prior interest in 

receiving the information that may be 

included in the publication.  

If you wish to use copyright material from 

this site for purposes of your own that go 

beyond ‘fair use’, you must obtain per-

mission from the copyright owner. 

Services Directory 

 

Commonwealth Government Directory  
Administrative Appeals Tribunal  1300 366 
700 
Aust. Competition & Consumer Commission 1300 302 
502 
Australian Hearing 131 797 
Aust. Securities & Investment Commission 07 3867 
4700 
Aust. Taxation Office 132 861 
Centrelink (Older Australians line) 132 300 
Child Support Agency 131 272 
Commonwealth Respite and Life Flight Centre 1800 052 
222 
CRS (Commonwealth Rehabilitation Services) - 
  Human Services 1800 277 
227 
Family Court of Australia 
 1300 352 
000 
Home & Community Care (65+ years) 1800 200 
422 
Human Rights & Equal Opportunity Comm. 1300 369 
711 
Immigration & Border Protection Department 131 881 
Medicare 132 011 
Migration Review Tribunal 1300 361 
969 
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
  Legal Services 1800 012 
255 
Pharmaceutical Benefit’s Scheme 1800 020 
613 
Private Health Insurance Complaints 1800 077 
308 
Private Health Insurance Ombudsman 1800 640 
695 
Translating & Interpreting Service 1300 655 
820 
Veteran’s Affairs Department 133 254 

 

        Queensland State Government Directory 
Anti-Discrimination Commission 1300 130 
670 
Department of Communities 137 468 
Department of Energy & Water Supply  
           Electricity & Gas 134 387 
 Water 137 468 
Energy & Water Ombudsman 1800 662 
837 
Health Ombudsmen 133 646 
Legal Aid Qld 1300 651 
188 
Office of Fair Trading 137 468 
Public Guardian (Adults & Children) 1300 653 
187 
Public Trustee 1300 360 
044 
Qld Competition Authority 07 3222 
0555 
Qld Ombudsman’s Office 1800 068 
908 
Residential Tenancies Authority 1300 366 
311 
Safe Food Queensland 1800 300 
815 
Senior’s Advocacy Information 
  & Legal Services (SAILS) 07 3214 
6333 
Senior’s Card 13 74 68 
Senior’s Enquiry 1300 135 
500 
Senior’s Legal & Support Service 
 Brisbane 07 3214 
6333 
 Cairns 07 4031 
7179 
                 Hervey Bay 07 4124 
6863 
 Toowoomba 07 4616 
9700 
 Townsville 07 4721 
5511 
State Emergency Service Office 13 74 68 
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APSL State Office to enquire 

about membership and a branch 

near you. You can still contact 

Head Office on the usual number. 

DISCLAIMER 

Views expressed in The Comet are not necessarily those of the Australian Pensioners’ and Superannuants’ League Qld, Inc., 

and/or its affiliates. No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of the information contained in the text, illustrations or ad-

vertisements supplied by organisations, firms, and/or individuals or resulting from typographical or layout errors.  

  YOUR VOICE MATTERS! 
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EDITORIAL 

WITH 

CHERITH 

WEIS 

Greetings Friends! 

A writer by the name of Bert McCoy wrote 

“Time flies when you’re multitasking. How 

true! July is here and it’s just over 2 months 

until we meet again in Brisbane. 

At the moment, the weather in Rocky is 

freeeezing! Raining? Well, we have had a few 

spits and a little overnight rain, but that’s 

about it. Most of us, need some good rain as 

we haven’t seen any for quite some time. 

In this month’s issue I have used some stories 

from the Courier Mail for which I thank the 

paper. There are so many SCAMS hitting the 

community at the moment so please be dili-

gent. If you have something new arrive on 

line; say something like I have used on the 

front page, before you do anything else check 

out the sender’s email address. That’s the 

giveaway! 

I have dealt with a number of issues which are 

topical in this issue and would like to hear 

from you, the readers on those matters. 

There are problems out there in the communi-

ty. Maybe they don’t affect you as seniors, but 

someone in your family could be affected. 

If branches have any contributions for the next 

Comet, please get them to me by the 20th of 

July. We need your contributions; we need to 

share what you are doing in your area. The 

email address is on Page 2 of this edition. 

The Management Committee has a lot on its 

plate at the moment. In particular, organising 

of the State Conference which will be held on 

September 12 and 13. 

Youth crime appears to be on the rise. I know that we 

are very aware in our area. Updating our security. 

The housing crisis appears to be getting worse. While 

we welcome newcomers to this state, there isn’t 

enough accommodation. I remember the days of 

Housing Commission homes and in particular the 

Toowoomba suburb of Harlaxton was “housing com-

mission”. What happened?  I would have thought 

that looking after our population; building houses 

would be the most important aim in this state. 

Your opinions are welcome! 

Cheers, Cherith. 
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CLASH OF THE 81 YEAR OLDS 

By Anne Ring 

  

As an 81-year-old, I was – of course – very interested to find out about the same aged Martha Stewart’s photoshoot, as the oldest 

woman to appear on the cover of Sports Illustrated. And here’s what I noticed in the series of informal photos of her that were 

within a feature about that, that I checked out. Golden hair, yes; and no surprises there: 75% of American women are reported to 

have dyed hair. But, also and more realistically, whatever cosmetic procedures she may or may not have had, in several of those 

photos there were lines on her face and neck that were in keeping with her age. Lines that – to the last wrinkle – had all disap-

peared in the photo that made it onto the cover. She had been photoshopped into a dishonestly positive image of ageing. 

 As an 81-year-old, here’s a photo of me, taken a few weeks ago, having a bit of fun dressing up for a Hungarian event that I was 

hosting:                           

And, as you can see, this is what most of we octogenarians circa 2023 look pretty 

much like: our au naturel age, with hair colour a matter of choice. We might play with 

our looks a bit, but no one is going to mistake our daughters and us as sisters. 

 Does that, then make me such a shocking sight, and that I would look so much better 

by being digitally enhanced? Here I am, in my well-worn body that has done pretty 

right by me for all those years that I’ve evolved from babyhood up to this point. What 

machine could do so well after 81 years?                                                                                                   

And sure, there has been some wear and tear, and I’m definitely not eschewing the 

technological and medical advances that are now helping me to keep on keeping as 

well as possible.  

I’m currently trialling the most amazing auto-directional hearing aids, since my high 

frequency hearing has plummeted to below acceptable levels. And, a few weeks ago, I 

had a pacemaker popped in to keep my heart beating regularly, as someone with a 

tricky type of atrial fibrillation. And – suddenly – no more AF episodes: how good is 

that!  

 So, I’m not in any position to criticise anyone who wants to use what’s now available 

to make their lives better, including those who want to keep on turning back the clock 

(even though, personally, I do think that there are way better things that that money 

could be spent on). What I do criticise is all those industries – and especially the collu-

sion between the cosmetics and the mass media industries – whose profits flourish from so many ways of promoting the benefits 

of looking younger. Such as how much better for a woman if she can look 20 when she’s 30, and look 30 when she’s 40, and so on 

up the decades. And so, endlessly contributing to continuing unhappiness with looking the age that she’s in. 

 When you think about it, wouldn’t it make way more sense (but, unfortunately, way smaller profits) to encourage people to en-

joy looking whatever age they’re in, when they’re in it? Such as 30 when they are 30, instead of putting the likes of women of 

even such a ridiculously young age in the invidious position of having to battle such social pressures in our youth-oriented society, 

with all of its negative stereotypes about old age? 

 Most of us as older and old people are fortunate to be living longer and healthier and very fulfilling lives, and that is something to 

acknowledge, appreciate and celebrate as we are. So, let’s join forces to combat ageism by promoting honestly positive images of 

ageing, and showing that looking – as well as being – our age is something to be upbeat about. 

  

Anne Ring ©2023 
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ROAD SAFETY 
 WITH LEYLAND                   

BARNETT  

Roundabout Markings                                                  
(some photos may not be in the correct position) 

                                                                                                                                                              

It is very important to not only be aware of road signs, but also of road mark-
ings to ensure of a safe journey on our roads. 

 

The Feez Street roundabout 
in Rockhampton, is becom-
ing more dangerous every 
day around 330 pm when 

people are approaching the 
roundabout from Moores 

Creek road to exit into               
Kerrigan street.  

 

 

                                                           
There are 2 lanes clearly marked 
as approaching the roundabout, 
the left lane is only to be used 

for turning left as there is only a 
left turn marking painted on the 
road while the right lane is to be 

used for either going straight 
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Road Markings continued….. 

I have had several occasions of where 
impatient or ignorant drivers have used 

the left turning lane as an overtaking 
lane going into the roundabout where 

the exit point is only suitable for 1       
vehicle, increasing the risk of a side    

impact collision.  

The incident has been reported to 
Councillor Shane Latcham, with      

video dash cam evidence and he has 
ensured me that council will look at 

this problem and provide more   
signage and markings as well as     
police enforcement to solve this     

issue.  

The attitude of some drivers today is be-
yond reproach and I believe that the po-
lice need to extend a strong arm out by 

enforcing the law, to stop this dangerous 
behavior happening at 330 pm every 
afternoon on this roundabout, where 

school children are being picked up from 
school. 

School zone times are high 
risk times with the increased 
traffic and extra care should 

be taken in regards to  

following road rules,                              
but also in avoiding the                       

idiots. 

Leyland Barnett operates driver training “Evolution in Training” in Rockhampton. 
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In the June edition of The Comet readers will recall  reading about the shocking state of a resi-

dence within group housing, which is run under the umbrella of 

the Department of Housing in Rockhampton. Neighbours had to 

put up with the terrible conditions next door to them for quite 

some time.   

                                                                                                                                                

The number of tyres surprised everyone including a huge “tractor 

type” tyre! Many of which were hidden in the undergrowth at 

the rear of the building which has a 

reasonably small back yard.  

                                                                                                                                                                               

Credit for quick action probably comes from a number of  persons 

which has brought about swift action to clean up and remove nu-

merous loads of rubbish to a local tip.  Our North Rockhampton 

Vice President, Dudley Pound paid a visit to Barry O’Rourke, the 

Rockhampton Member and spoke to staff and from there, the ac-

tion  swung into gear. Our sincere thanks to everyone to involved. 

These two workers (Matt and Mike) have done a great job cleaning up and making countless 

trips to the tip. Thanks, Fellas!         

    If you want to compare the difference, just check out the three photos in the June Edition of The 

Comet! 

A great outcome! The cleaning up of this accommodation means that  someone who is waiting desper-

ately for local housing, this unit will soon be available. Thanks to a number of people who have worked 

for some time to have the area restored.    Thank you one and all!                                                                                                     

UPDATE  ON ROCKHAMPTON HOUSING MATTER FROM LAST MONTH’S COMET 
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North Rocky’s Indoor 

Bowls is played on 

Wednesdays! 

Last week and for the first 

time in about 3+ years, the 

branch  laid down three 

mats .                                

Nth Rocky has welcomed 

some new members, how-

ever anyone interested in 

playing  is warmly wel-

comed.  For more info, 

phone 0408 306 196 
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SCAM  WARNING FROM BUNNINGS WEB PAGE 

Scam warning 
 

                                                                                                                                             
Scams illegally use the Bunnings' name and logo to trick people into giving out 
personal information.  

These schemes target people using fake emails, Facebook pages, text messag-
es and/or websites offering the opportunity to win, or receive, gift cards, prizes, or 
false employment opportunities. 

These scams are represented in some of the following ways: 

• Filling out a 'customer satisfaction' survey and giving personal details 

• Sharing, commenting and 'liking' a Facebook page 

• Calling a specified telephone number and providing personal information 

• Other organisations making contact to ‘confirm’ personal details 

• Claiming a ‘prize’ in a Bunnings branded email and filling in personal infor-
mation to collect the prize 

Bunnings is in no way associated with any of the above activities and does 
not use email or social media for any promotions offering free gift cards. 
Bunnings will also never ask for personal information, or banking details in 
unsolicited communications. 

Bunnings works with third parties to take action against these scams and encour-
ages customers to help eliminate them and protect others by also reporting your 
experience to the ACCC. 

If you think that you may have become a victim of a scam, here’s a few things 
you can do: 

• Think carefully about what information you may have provided to fraudsters. 
Write down what you remember sharing. 

• If you provided any banking or other financial details such as a credit card 
number, contact your financial institution immediately. Be sure to monitor your ac-
counts closely in the future as well. 

• If you provided any usernames or passwords, immediately change your pass-
words to a new and secure version. If you use the same password with multiple 
online services, change your password at those services too. 

                                                                                                                                                          
If you’ve shared other personally sensitive information, such as your driver’s li-
cense number, Medicare, passport or contact details (such as your mobile phone 
number), then you may want to visit IDCare at www.idcare.org. IDCare can help 
you with how to address potential identity theft. 

Consider filing a report at www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/report. This will assist law 
enforcement become better resourced to provide assistance to victims. 

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.idcare.org/
https://www.cyber.gov.au/acsc/report
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SCAM  WARNING!                                                                                                               

IF YOU RECEIVE AN EMAIL LIKE THIS DO NOT CLICK ON IT! 

You have two choices/ Before you delete it, do a screen shot; send it to the address on the front page! 
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OUR FLAG 

 

                           HERE’S A FLAG FOR ALL 

Our flag bears the stars that blaze at night,                                                                                                               

In our southern sky of blue                                                                                                                           

and the little old flag in the corner,                                                                                                            

That’s part of a our heritage, too. 

                                                                                                                                                      

It’s for the English, the Scots and the Irish                                                                                 

who were sent to the ends of the earth.                                                                                          

The rogues and schemers; the doers and the dreamers                                                                            

who gave modern Australia birth. 

                                                                                                                                                       

And you, who are shouting out to change it                                                                              

you don’t seem to understand,                                                                                                                    

It’s the flag of our law and our language,                                                                            

Not the flag of a faraway land. 

                                                                                                                                                         

There are plenty of people who’ll tell you                                                                                     

how when Europe was plunged into night,                                                                                                            

That little old flag in the corner                                                                                                      

was their symbol of freedom and light.         

                                                                                                                                                                  

It doesn’t mean we owe allegiance                                                                                                                   

to a forgotten imperial dream,                                                                                                                           

We’ve the stars to show where we’re going                                                                        

and the flag to show where we’ve been. 

                                                                                                                                              

Penned many years ago by an unknown soldier. 
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Members of  Warwick Branch enjoyed lunch at the Wild Grounds Cafe on Warwick Killarney 

road.  It’s a good place to go and a very pleasant experience. 

From Michael  

Warwick Branch Trip to Killarney 

PROCRASTISEWING: 

Verb: 

When you have a long list of things that need to be done, 

But ignore it all and start sewing! 
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2024 PLANNERS will be ordered very soon. The price will remain the same 

as previous years. $4.00 Members and $5.00 Non-members.                                                 

If you haven’t got your order in, do it as soon as is possible, please! 

REMINDER TO BRANCHES   -  Agenda items are also required ASAP! 

TRAVEL  -  if you are traveling by train to Brisbane, please make sure that 

you know if there has been any changes…… 

Should you have any questions, just contact us! 
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FROM CPSA (NSW) NEWSLETTER  (July 2023) 

The VOICE of Pensioners and Superannuants 

July 1 changes are routine but put this time round it's different with pension age going up 
and runaway inflation boosting assets limits. 

 

LOTS of things to do with the pension changed on 1 July 2023. 

Pension age 

First up, the pension age will be 67 on 1 July. If you turn 66-and-a-half on 30 June, you’ll be able to 
claim the pension from that day. But if you turn 66-and-a-half on 1 July, you will have to wait until 31 
December. 

It will be interesting to see how long it will take for the push to make the pension age 70 to take off 
now that 67 has been established. Already the Daily Telegraph has covered a new report by Macquar-
ie University’s Business School, which says Australia’s pension system will require a pension age of 70 
to be affordable. 

Pension assets limits 

1 July is also the date on which assets limits related to the pension are indexed. That isn’t usually a big 
deal, but this time round it is worth noting that rampant inflation is having an effect on assets limits. 

The lower assets test limit for couples, which was $419,000, will increase to $451,500, up almost 8 
per cent. 

It means a $50 a week pension increase for pensioner couples with between $451,500 or $954,000 in 
assets. This is not because the pension is going up, but because they will now qualify for a full pension 
or a higher part pension. 

For anyone with assets up to $419,000 there will be no pension increase, because they were already 
on a full pension. 

The higher assets limit will also increase substantially, from $954,000 to $986,500. Self-funded retir-
ees with assets above $954,000 up to $986,500 will now be able to claim a part pension. 

It’s a similar story for single pensioners. The lower assets limit will increase from $280,000 to 
$301,750. The higher assets limit has increased from $634,750 to $656,500. The maximum rise in 
pension payments for singles as a result of this will be $32.50 per week. 

Deeming rates and income free areas 

The pension deeming rates themselves are on hold until 1 July 2024, but the deeming thresholds will 
increase on 1 July 2023. The singles’ threshold will go up from $56,400 to $60,400, while the couples’ 
threshold will go up from $93,600 to $100,200. 

Because the pension income-free areas are also going up (from $190 per fortnight to $204 for singles; 
from $336 per fortnight to $360 for couples), the vast majority of pensioners will continue to not be 
affected by deeming rates. This is because deemed income from financial assets will mostly not ex-
ceed the income-free area. 

However, with interest rates going the way they have been, it’s very likely that after 1 July 2024 the 
deeming rates will increase. By how much nobody knows. 

For more information please call our media contact on 0410 612 182. 
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Thanks to the Courier Mail. 
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From the Courier Mail. 
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 From an unknown publication   - - - - July 1965 
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Message to Branches                                    

This space box is provided to insert your     

Branch contact details when you leave The 

Comet at Doctors’ Surgeries /Libraries and so on 

  

 

 

 

 

CODE of ETHICS and PERSONAL CONDUCT 

The Australian Pensioners’ & Superannuants’ League (Qld) Inc.    

Be patient and courteous in all dealings with fellow members. 

Be inclusive - Members to welcome and support people of all backgrounds and identities 
and discriminate against no one. 

Be considerate - Each member should respect fellow pensioners and superannuants. Our 
decisions and comments will affect our fellow members, therefore we must always take 
this into consideration. 

Be respectful - Each member may not agree all the time, but disagreement is no excuse 
for disrespectful behaviour. Each member may experience frustration from time to time, 
but we cannot allow this to become a  personal attack. An environment where people 
feel uncomfortable or threatened is not productive or creative and not in the best inter-
est of The League. 

Choose your words carefully - Always conduct yourself professionally.   Harassment and 
exclusionary behaviour is not acceptable in The League. Differences of opinion and disa-
greement will occur, each member must   resolve and disagreements and differing views 
constructively and   respectfully. 

Our differences can be our strengths - Members can find strength in diversity. Different 
people have varying perspectives on issues, and that can be valuable for solving problems 
or generating new ideas for the betterment of The League.  

 

APSL Mission Statement 

To lobby powerfully with governments at all levels and private sector agencies, and with-
in community  sector, to promote all aspects of the security, well being and dignity of  
pensioners of all ages, superannuants, other self-funded retirees, low income families 

and other disadvantaged people, including Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) and 
Culturally & Linguistically Diverse (CALD) peoples. 

  


